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summoned had questioned the King's right to settle the amount
of the duties levied on goods entering the ports; now, in 1614,
they began again, and the Parliament was dissolved rather than
allow its usurpation to continue. But in 1621 it was necessary
to try the experiment again, dangerous though it was, and the
King hoped that he would have better fortune, because the
affairs of the Palatinate, which we shall come to later, had
made the Crown very popular for the moment, especially on
account of their strongly Protestant character, with the men
who had formed the House of Commons. By this time the
encroachment of the gentry upon the Crown went even farther
than before; they openly defied the power of the King to
grant patents—that is, monopolies out of which he could make
revenue. They were stronger than ever against the increase of the
customs by the Government, and, what was more revolutionary
still, they tried to constitute themselves directors of foreign
policy. This was, to the ideas of that time, outrageous; tie
King, who stood for the whole community, was the only person
who could decide that, but the reason that the gentry in the
House of Commons interfered was the intensity of their Pro-
testant feeling, which had been inflamed by the misfortunes of
the Protestants on the Continent, and notably those of the
King's son-in-law, the Elector Palatine. Parliament was dis-
solved by the King in anger, and he punished the more pro-
minent of those who had supported these novel claims—
among whom should be noticed the name of the lawyer Pym,
a man protected by the very wealthy Russell family. He was
imprisoned for a while, and so was the millionaire Reformation
peer Southampton (Wriothesley), who had made himself pro-
minent in the new movement.
Before leaving these beginnings of the usurpation of power
by the wealthier classes in Parliament against the King we
should understand why the House of Commons in particular
was so strongly anti-Catholic, at least as a body, though the
degree of feeling varied very much, and some of the members
were rather upon the other side. The reason was this. First,
the House of Commons was necessarily official even when it
was beginning to be opposed to the King. Secondly, the anti-
Catholic feeling was strongest in the towns, among the merchants
and the craftsmen. Now, though these did not * elect* their
members in the modern sense, yet they would not have accepted

